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Ratcheting Up the Three R’s 
Unit 4: Science Fiction 

Subject: English Estimated Length of 
Unit: 9 weeks 

Beginning Date: 
March 15 

Projected 
Ending Date: 
May 31 

 Course: Unit 4-Science Fiction Grade: 7th 

Unit Theme, Big Idea, or Essential Question: 
 

What makes science fiction believable? 
 

1.  What is science fiction? 
2.  What characteristics are found in sci-fi? 
3.  How does science fiction relate to the real world? 
4.  How is sci-fi related to space travel? 

 

UBD Stage One-Desired Results   

A. Students will be able to independently use their leaning to… (Transfer Goals) 
1. Recognize the use of scientific facts in sci-fi 
2. Recognize the real from the imagined 
 
 

B. Students will understand that… 
1. Sci-fi/literary fiction is based on scientific fact 
2.  Fiction makes up most of a sci-fi story 
3.   the imaginary elements if sci-fi are largely plausible within the scientifically established 
context of the story 
 

C. Students will know… 
1. How to use evidence to support analysis of topic 
2.  How to transition from point to point 
3.  How to use words and phrases for greater effect 
 

D. Students will be Skilled at… 
1. Evaluating literary elements used in sci-fi writing 
2.  Revising own writing 
3.  Sequencing evidence in a manner that is understood 
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Frameworks and Common Core State Standards 
   
    

Frameworks 
CCSS Reading CCSS Writing CCSS Speaking 

and Listening 

 
 
 
 

RI.7.1 
RI.7.2 
RI.7.3 
RI.7.4 
RI.7.5 
RI.7.6 
RI.7.8 
RI.7.9 

W.7.1a 
W.7.1b 
W.7.1c 
W.7.1d 
W.7.1e 
W.7.2a 
W.7.2b 
W.7.2c 
W.7.2d 
W.7.2e 
W.7.2f 
W.7.3a 
W.7.3d 
W.7.3e 
W.7.4 
W.7.5 
W.7.6 
W.7.7 
W.7.8 
W.7.9a 
W.7.9b 
W.7.10 

SL.71a 
SL.71b 
SL.7.1c 
SL.7.1d 
SL.7.2 
SL.7.3 
SL.7.4 
SL.7.5 
SL.7.6 
 
Language 
L.7.1a 
L.7.4 
L.7.4a 
L.7.4b 
L.7.4c 
L.7.4d 
L.7.5 
L.7.5a 
L.7.5b 
l.7.5c 
L.7.5c 
LP.7.3.1a 
LP.7.3.lf 
LP.7.3.lg 
LP.7.4.3b 
LP.7.5.1a 
LP.7.5.1d 
LP.7.5.2a 
LP.7.5.1c 

Unit Specific Vocabulary 
Science fiction, paraphrasing 
 

UBD Stage Two-Evidence 

Pre Assessment   
• Attach Copy at the End of the Unit 

Traditional Assessment Each unit of study should have a traditional assessment with at least 1/3 
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of the points possible coming from constructed response questions.  
• Proposed Date for Traditional Assessment _______________  
• Attach a copy to the end of this unit. 

B. Project-Based Assessment Choose four options for this Unit of Instruction that students can 
choose from for their project-based Assessment.  

• Create a handout that lists the four options and includes instructions and a rubric 
for each choice.  

• Proposed Date for Project-Based Assessment Presentations __ 
• Attach a copy of the handout explaining the choices for the project and how to 

obtain the rubric  to the end of this unit. __________ 

Alternative Assessment or Big Finale ------What choices will be given students for this Unit?  
Comic Strip  Diary   

Interview   Letter to the Editor   
Newspaper Story Radio Program   

Newscast Monologue   
Poem or Song Slideshow   

Brochure Model   
Press Conference Play   

Soundtrack Essay   
Rewrite Oral Interpretation   

    

Introducing the Unit 
Anchoring Activity 

This activity should engage the students and establish the relevance of the entire unit of study. 

Anchoring Activity 
Video Clip,  
Song,  
Poem,  
Current Event 
Brainstorming Activity 
Socratic Seminar 
Other_______________ 

Description of Anchoring Activity 
Students will listen to the 1938 radio 
broadcast of Wells’ “The War of the 

Worlds” 
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Now that you have established what the students need to know and be able to do at the end 
of this unit of study, now plan the day-to-day learning experiences.  

Overview of the Teaching Activities for this Unit of 
Instruction 

UBD Stage Three-Learning Plan 

Lesson # 
Date/Day 

Teaching/ 
Delivery Method (What I will say or do) 

Check for Understanding  
(What will the students say or do) 

Day 1-3 -Listen to Broadcast of Wells’s The War 
of the Worlds” 
Ask for written reactions to broadcast 
share out of reactions. 
Ask question “What Genre do you think 
this broadcast would fit?” 
Provide information about what 
characteristics are in science fiction. 
Provide author background of  L’Engle 
-Read Essential Question and discuss. 
Read section of book AWIT emphasizing 
key points about characters. 

Journal writing of reactions to broadcast 
Oral discussion should determine that this 
scenario would fir science fiction, maybe 
relating it to something they have seen or 
read before. 
Take notes on elements of science fiction with 
the intent to analyze text to be read. 
Reason why L’Engle may have chosen to 
write about science fiction and what it may 
take to be a science fiction writer. 
Write in journal what their understanding of 
the essential question. 
During reading, take note of character traits, 
development or changes. 
Students write responses to reading each day. 

Day 4-8 Review of previous reading. 
Introduce unfamiliar words found in the 
text. 
Review theme and encourage students to 
guess what the theme may be 
Provide questions about characters and 
plot that may help in understanding of 
character and theme along with other 
story elements. 
What is the setting at the beginning if the 
book? 
What do you think the title means? 
List the main characters and provide a 
brief physical and character description. 
Compare and contrast Meg and Charles. 
Why does Meg act as if she is angry? 
Ask students to provide evidence to 
support answers given to to ‘prove it.’ 

 
students are encouraged to make a mini 
dictionary with words found in the text. 
Oral discussion about theme. 
Keep track of story elements in journal. 
Answer questions in journal and share out 
when asked. 
Write responses to text each day and a 
prediction of coming action or character 
development. 

Day 9-13 Review of previous reading. 
Introduction of unfamiliar words. 
Ask students if they want to revise what 
the theme may be for the story and to 
record evidence from the story to support 
their prediction. 
Read text to students. 

 
Students write revisions and evidence of their 
predictions about the theme. 
Students recognize the story is written mostly 
from Meg’s point of view and discuss reasons 
why that may be so. 
-Meg has an important role in the events that 
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Discuss way the author has presented the 
text to the reader.  

take place. 
Write responses to reading. 

Day 14-18 Introduction of unfamiliar words. 
Group for reading. 
Read short story “All Summer in a Day” 
Ask them to record their prediction as to 
what the story is about. 
After reading, write a short summary and 
discuss the implications of the story. 
Ask how they would feel if they were in 
that situation. 
What would they be unable to do? 
How did they feel about the child that 
didn’t experience what the other did? 
Did this story have elements of science 
fiction and if so, what were they? 
Continue reading original text with new 
insights about characters and their 
actions. 

Read story for understanding. 
Discuss prediction with others. 
Discuss events of story and how they felt 
about them.Try to put themselves in that 
situation and really feel what these children 
may go through each day, month and year. 
Discuss different elements that suggest that 
this is science fiction. 
    -element of science (sun) 
   _believability that something like this could 
actually happen. 
Journal notes about characters and their 
development. 

Day 19-23 Review of previous reading. 
Introduction of unfamiliar words. 
Read text for understanding. 
Discuss the change in setting and how it 
impacts the plot. 
Why is the setting important? 
What does the Black Thing represent? 
Discuss, define and give examples of 
symbolism in text. 
What element of fantasy enables the 
characters to enter a different world? 
Compare and contrast Camazotz to your 
home town. 
What advantages might there be in living 
in a place like it? 

Students give various examples of authors 
using symbols in text they have read. 
Make a class T-chart discussing the pros and 
cons of living on Camazotz 

Day 24-28 Review of previous reading. 
Introduction of unfamiliar words. 
During reading, discuss and note events 
that make this story part of the science 
fiction Genre. 

Begin to develop ideas as to their own sci-fi 
story. 
Record suggestions made by others or ideas 
from other readings. 
Begin to develop characters and their traits. 

Day 29-33 Listen to musical “The Planets” by 
Gustaw Hoist. Each movement is named 
after a planet in the solar system. Discuss 
what makes the music for each unique. 
During of text, answer these 
questions…What do the three ladies bring 
to the plot? 
Why is the danger greatest to Charles 
Wallace? 
What does the man with the red eyes 
represent? 
How does each child interact with the 
man? 

Record thoughts of musical in journal. 
Record answers to purpose for reading 
questions each day. 
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What is IT? 

Day 34-38 Review of previous reading. 
Introduction to unfamiliar words. 
Read to find out what happens when 
someone gets sick on Camazotz. 
Do you agree that this should be done? 
How did Meg use her faults? 
Explain why Meg was angry at her father. 
What did Meg use to get Charles from 
IT? 
What was the overriding theme of the 
story? 

Discuss the idea of getting rid of people who 
are sick. Answer in journal if you agree with 
this solution and give reasons for choices. 
Answer text questions in journal. 
 

Day 39-43 Provide research materials in several 
media forms along with rubrics to assist 
students in their chosen area of research 

and presentation of final project 
Watch movie based on book and note 
similarities and differences 

Make and present projects based on the book 
“A Wrinkle in Time.” 
Write a description detailing likes and 
differences of text and movie and provide an 
explanation for each difference. 

Day 44-48 Nine Weeks/Semester Tests Write own science fiction stories using 
elements of genre 

Day 49   
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